
 

UJ introduces a free AI, 4IR course for all students

The University of Johannesburg's (UJ) introduced a fully online massive open online course (Mooc) called Artificial
Intelligence (AI) in the Fourth Industrial Revolution (4IR), to all students. The course, which has been developed by the
Division of Academic Development and Support (ADS), is part of the initiatives driven by UJ vice-chancellor, principal, and
professor Tshilidzi Marwala.
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Marwala says the course offers an AI module for all its students, which it introduced three years ago. "The module covers
what AI is, what it can do, how it's used and some of its implications, ethically and productively. The course won’t teach you
how to code but it will show you how you can expect AI to impact your life," states the professor.

He adds that the module is part of UJ’s strategy to prepare students, staff, and the community, in numerous ways, for the
4IR, ensuring that UJ becomes Africa’s epicentre of critical intellectual inquiry and a leader in 4IR. "There can never be the
African renaissance unless we are active agents of 4IR. The important ingredient that will ensure that we are participants
and not spectators of 4IR is education; education that is correlated to the demands of the fourth industrial age and that is
grounded in the Pan African agenda," says Prof Marwala.

He emphasises that the 4IR offers a huge opportunity to transform and realign our education, economics, politics, and
societies as it integrates the physical with the biological and the digital, which might bring about human irrelevance. 4IR is a
catalyst that will transform society and its inclusion in the curricula is therefore required.
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“Be adaptable, because 4IR is really about adaptability,” concludes Marwala.

In addition to the introductory Mooc on AI in the 4IR, UJ offers another second free, fully online Mooc for students, called
African Insights. This course introduces students to intellectual traditions and debates in Africa. Both programmes are
exciting and relevant, and students are encouraged to complete both programmes during the duration of the formal
programme for which they are registered.

Members of the public now have the opportunity to enrol, for free, in either or both of these fully online Moocs offered by
the University of Johannesburg. There are no entry requirements or classes to attend, and all assessments are in the form
of multiple-choice questions (MCQs). There are eight units to complete in both Moocs, and a digital certificate will be issued
on successful completion which may be viewed and shared with third parties or possible employers through the UJ Digital
Certificate platform.
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