
 

WONDERboom

"Voodoo Doll" is the brand new single from iconic SA rock band, WONDERboom and takes the award-winning quartet into
a harder realm, which fans have been calling for. Exploring a darker underside, the band's new single is a departure from
its well-known rock roots.

The song is an infectious eighth note pathology expertly framed by jagged guitars and frontman Martin Cito Otto's low-ball
narrative. Mixed, engineered and co-produced by Matthew Fink, "Voodoo Doll" rewards with a sonic tapestry of menacing
energy.

WONDERboom has released a total of nine albums over the years with their 10th album set for release later this year
through leading indie label, Just Music.

They have headlined many major South African festivals and have been nominated for five Best Rock Album awards at the
South African Music Awards. They also won the South African leg of the 2004 Global Battle of the Bands and came second
worldwide at the finals in the London Astoria! A major highlight for the band was the sole support slot for Guns ‘N Roses, at
the South African leg of their Not In This Lifetime tour on 29 November 2018.
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After being in the game for a remarkable 23 years, the bands energy, passion and love for music has only gotten stronger
and can be experienced on and off the stage.

I spoke to Cito last week, ahead of the tour – which covers:

When are you happiest?

On the dance floor, with my wife, boogying to cool alternative dance music and a solitary pulsating strobe light. Making
music and performing are a very close second.

What does music mean to you?

Music means life to me. I’m addicted to it. Like some kind of all-consuming obsession, it’s running through my thoughts all
the time.

What is the most enjoyable aspect of your work?

The process of creating and building on an idea that most probably was initially conceived as a simple bass line or melody,
and witnessing it come to life into a song or musical composition. Pure bliss!

What drives you: ego or humility?

At times, I am unconsciousnessly driven by ego, but it’s the daily grind and sobering realisation of my insignificance that
really, and mostly, drives me. The music industry and surviving in it is a daily humbling experience. Humility is powerful and
craft-building. Nothing quite likes going back to the drawing board.

25 January: Festival of Rebels, Cape Town
6 February: Up the Creek, Swellendam
7 February: Jagger Lounge, Cape Town
29 February: J Bay Bike Festival, J Bay
21 March: Good Life Festival, Irene



Any funny moments on stage?

There have been quite a few funny stage moments in my lifetime. But corpsing (unintentionally laughing during a non-
humorous performance) while acting in a theatre production is my favourite because it can be quite deliciously
uncontrollable.

Your heroes:

Right now, it’s my wife. She manages to work a full-time corporate job with huge responsibilities, studies, runs, does yoga,
stopped drinking, does a mountain of holiday projects, transforms our home into a sanctuary, loves all animals and puts up
with me.

Which living person do you admire most and why?

Sorry to bring up US politics, but Bernie Sanders does it for me. The way he’s bravely taking on the system and building
support for a positive future for all, from the ground up, with no corporate contributions, is a beautiful thing to see. Gives
this naïve rockstar some hope.



What is your most treasured possession?

My mother’s beautiful “Ferrari” accordion.

It’s your round, what are you drinking?

Most of the day it’ll be good, speciality coffee or, if it’s alcohol, Guinness or a lovely single malt, like Lagavulin. Love good
tequila too.

What makes you stand out?

Usually, it’s my hair. But I’d like to believe it’s my voice. Nobody sounds like me.

If you were not a musician, what would you do?

Photography or painting. Would’ve made a great dancer if I hadn’t been so lazy when I was younger.

Pick five words to describe yourself.

Funny. Clumsy. Impulsive. Irresponsible. Procrastinator.

What is your favourite word?

Quite. An old high school friend created a way of expressing sarcasm by putting the word “quite” in any sentence. E.g.,
“that’s quite good” means it’s bad.

Favourite fashion garment:

My “Medicine Boy” t-shirt.

Give us some real proper slang and what it means:

“Ops us a go…” It means, “Let me have a turn”.

Top of your bucket list:

Seeing Radiohead and/or Nick Cave perform live somewhere.



What do you complain about most often?

My annoyingly loud parrot, Molly. And cat piss.

Happiness is:

The audience singing the words to our songs backs at me at a show.

On stage, I tend to:

Pull funny faces when I sing high notes.

Where would you like to be right now?

Right here, right now.

Do you do charity work and, if you do, what do you do?

Over the years, I have supported numerous organisations and initiatives – ranging from orphanages to animal welfare,
wildlife conservation and rehabilitation programmes. Also headed up an International Day of Peace (21 September)
initiative in South Africa called Peace Starts for about six years. At the moment, I support the SPCA, Great Dane Rescue
South Africa and Greenpeace. Mostly performing at fundraising events.

Wishes and dreams:

Tour the world with WONDERboom. Oh, and world peace.

Social media links:

Facebook | Twitter | Instagram

ABOUT MARTIN MYERS

Co-owner at Triple M Entertainment, founder Music Exchange, manager Sipho Hotstix Mabuse
How can I better my songwriting? - 15 Apr 2024
Trevor Jones turns 75 - 25 Mar 2024
#MusicExchange: Lynelle Kenned joins Finding the Light cast - 28 Feb 2024
#MusicExchange: Brandon Grant releases new single, 'With You' - 21 Feb 2024
#MusicExchange: Victor Sibusiso Masondo's time is now with jazz album, As Promised - 15 Feb 2024
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