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Wits hosts conference on elections, media in Africa

The Wits Institute for Social and Economic Research (WISER) and the Department of Political
Studies at Wits will be hosting a two-day conference this week on Recent Elections and the
Media in Africa, 11-12 October 2010. The aimis to encourage debate across the media (print,
electronic media, radio and TV), as well as create a wider knowledge among scholars and the
general public on how the media works and how it affects daily lives.

SPEAKOUT

Two of Wits academics, Liz Gunner from WISER and Sheila Meintjes from the Wits Department of Politic
Studies, will convene the event.

African context

The speakers are from many parts of the African region allowing for debate in an African context. The
papers compare techniques and strategies of media representation in recent African elections. Others
analyse struggles to control the media during elections.

Another topic speakers will cover is popular efforts to find a space for voices in the media, as well as
questions of gender and leadership and the role of satire and subversion through the media during
elections.

The conference runs from 9.30am to 6.30pm on Monday, and 10.30am to 5pm on Tuesday.

To view the programme, go to http://wiserweb.wits.ac.za/. For more information email
Najibha.Deshmukh@uwits.ac.za
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Bizcommunity special section: special focus on media freedom
Bizcommunity Twitterfall: #ZAmediafreedom

Press Council of South Africa: Help make journalism in South Africa better

Right2Know petition: www.right2know.org.za

¢ Avaaz.org petition: South Africa: democracy at risk
MediaMattersZA: www.Facebook.com/MediaMattersZa and @MediaMattersZA
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Keep South Africa's Media Free: Facebook and @safreemedia
SANEF: Media Freedom
Freedomhouse.org: Freedom in the world

Google News Search: Protection of Information Bill media appeals tribunal
Twitter Search: ZAmediafreedom

Google Blog Search: Protection of Information Bill media appeals tribunal
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