
 

2026: The time for African communicators to lead
One of the most exciting developments in 2026 is the growing collaboration between Southern
and East African markets. Tanzania, Kenya, South Africa, and Rwanda are becoming leading
hubs for creative industries, tourism, public-sector reform, and business innovation.

Nokuthula Khwela says it is time for: African communicators to lead (Image supplied)

This cross-border momentum is creating opportunities for shared storytelling and shared solutions.

Whether it’s rail revitalisation in South Africa, tourism campaigns in Zanzibar, or tech innovation in Dar es
Salaam, African audiences increasingly want narratives that acknowledge regional connection rather than
national isolation.

African PR is becoming borderless, and that shift is opening doors for agencies that already work across
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multiple regions.

Where PR is headed in 2026

Given this, looking at the year ahead, several trends are set to define the African PR landscape:

Campaigns grounded in local understanding but crafted with world-class strategy will dominate.

Despite the short-form era, audiences are rediscovering the value of deep, reflective storytelling,
something we see consistently with Timeless Trends readers.

Editors and journalists want evidence, clarity, and concise angles backed by insights — not generic
pitches.

Organisations that communicate with integrity, clarity and purpose will outperform those fixated solely on
visibility.

Communicators are becoming facilitators of dialogue, not just promoters of content.

MARKETING

#BizTrends2026 | Nahana CEO, Thabang Skwambane: Africa will ignite what is next
Thabang Skwambane  19 Jan 2026

1. Localisation with global impact

DIGITAL

#BizTrends2026 | Nerdware’s Lerato Mothopeng: Inclusive digital transformation for Africa
Lerato Mothopeng  15 Jan 2026

2. Long-form storytelling makes a comeback

3. Data-driven media relations

PR & COMMUNICATIONS

#BizTrends2026 | PR Powerhouse’s Lebo Madiba: Leading into nostalgia, a communication
signal
Lebo Madiba  21 Jan 2026

4. Values-led brands will win

5. PR becomes community engagement

MARKETING

#BizTrends2026 | dentsu SSA's Dawn Rowlands: While marketing talks about innovation, Africa built
it
Dawn Rowlands  16 Jan 2026

https://www.bizcommunity.com/article/africa-will-ignite-what-is-next-738932a
https://www.bizcommunity.com/Profile/ThabangSkwambane_2
https://www.bizcommunity.africa/article/inclusive-digital-transformation-for-africa-849943a
https://www.bizcommunity.com/Profile/LeratoMothopeng
https://www.bizcommunity.com/article/leading-into-nostalgia-a-communication-signal-738542a
https://www.bizcommunity.com/Profile/LeboMadiba_3
https://www.bizcommunity.africa/article/while-marketing-talks-about-innovation-africa-built-it-950134a
https://www.bizcommunity.com/Profile/DawnRowlands_1


African communicators to lead

The recognition I received through the Phangisile Mtshali Award affirmed something I’ve believed throughout
my career:

“African PR is not playing catch-up; it is leading the global shift toward meaningful, accountable, human-
centred communication.”

With platforms like Timeless Trends and independent agencies on the continent shaping the next chapter of
storytelling, this moment offers African communicators a chance to set the global standard, not follow it.

Our stories have weight. Our audiences have power. Our work has impact.And 2026 is the year we tell it
boldly.
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