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Accor set to accelerate Africa development plans in new,
existing markets

Accor Hotels is fast-tracking its development plans in Africa, with the leveraging of its expandec
portfolio to consolidate its leadership position in North and West Africa, and achieve increased
growth in sub-Saharan and East Africa. The group is on track to open 35 hotels in Africa by 20z
and has set a target of signing between 15 to 20 projects each year between now and 2025.
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This strategy is bolstered by the recent Mévenpick Hotels & Resorts acquisition, a 50% stake in South
Africa’s Mantis Group, plus its creation of a joint $bn investment fund with Katara Hospitality, based in Qat:
dedicated to hospitality projects in select sub-Saharan African countries.
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"Our expanded portfolio of more than 30 brands across the entire market spectrum — economy, midscale,
upscale, luxury and high-end luxury — is a catalyst for growth in Africa; it means we have a range of hospita
options for every project in every destination across the continent," said Mark Willis, chief executive office
Middle East and Africa for Accor.

"Our brand offering, combined with our unparalleled market expertise, puts us in a strong position to meet
our key development goals, namely consolidating our leadership position in North Africa and accelerating
development in East and sub-Saharan Africa."

He added: "This will be achieved by maximising opportunities for recent brand additions, including lifestyle
concepts; identifying markets for branded residences and extended-stay projects — a segment in its relati
infancy in Africa; and capitalising on the success of existing brands such as ibis, Novotel, Pullman, Sofitel
and Fairmont, to name a few."
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Target growth market

Target growth markets include Kenya and Tanzania in East Africa; Ghana and Nigeria in West Africa; and
Johannesburg and Cape Town in South Africa, with a view to operating both stand-alone and multiple
properties in one location such as mixed-use projects - the current focus of infrastructure development pl:
in many African locations.

In North Africa, the group is looking to pioneer hospitality concepts that are new to the market, with Fairmo
branded residences already developed in Marrakesh and two more planned for Rabat and Taghazout, nor
of Agadir. The development team is also eyeing prospects for lifestyle brands in Morocco and Tunisia, bc
considered mature hotel markets, as well as in South Africa.
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AccorHotels signs Pullman Hotel Accra Airport in Ghana

Accor recently announced plans to debut its first Pullman Living property globally in Ghana. Pullman Accre
will be a dual hospitality offering in the premium segment, with 149 serviced apartments under the Pullmar
Living brand and a hotel with 214 rooms and suites. Pullman is an upscale brand that caters to demand frc
Africa’s fast-growing middle-class demographic, as is Mdvenpick, which has strong presence in North Afri
and will open its 17 property in the region this year — Mévenpick Sfax, Tunisia.

Its Africa pipeline spans North, West and East Africa, with two new hotels scheduled to launch in Addis
Ababa (Ethiopia) and Abidjan (Cote d’lvoire) in 2020.

The Mantis brand, which specialises in high-end eco-escapes and lifestyle resorts, will ramp up Accor’s

presence in South Africa where it will open two new projects this year, as well as in East Africa, with new
properties in Rwanda and Zambia also launching in 2019.

For more, visit: https://www.bizcommunity.com
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