
 

African Women in Business Network launched
A network for African women in business on the continent has been launched by the Jeune
Afrique Media Group to strengthen and support African women's leadership in Africa.
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Building on the success of the Africa CEO Forum's Women in Business initiative, the first Women in
Business Annual Leadership Meeting, organised by Jeune Afrique Media Group, in partnership with the
International Organisation of La Francophonie and ESSEC Business School, brought together 200 influential
women business leaders from 32 countries in Paris on 2 and 3 July. The theme was Tangible action, real
results.

Some of the broader themes examined and expanded on through numerous masterclasses, personal
stories from women leaders with inspiring careers and collaborative workshops, were: Building and
maintaining your network of influence to develop your company; asserting one's leadership and managing
one's image in the era of social networks; and successfully expanding a business internationally.

The highlight of these two days devoted to strengthening African women's leadership was the launch of the
Women in Business Network, the first regional influential network entirely dedicated to promoting meetings
and interaction between women managers with business interests in Africa.

"We are complementary to the national networks to which most of the women CEOs already belong and we
intend working closely with them," says Yves Biyah, deputy managing director in charge of development at
Jeune Afrique Media Group.

"The Women In Business Network also brings two new value propositions to the continent: on the one hand,
a new, regionally based organisation that allows, for example, a Nigerian manager to be permanently
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connected to her Ivorian or Senegalese colleagues, in order to be able to carry out joint projects; and, on the
other hand, the support of Jeune Afrique Media Group, through its publications and events, that lend power
and exposure to the network's projects and its action in favour of women's leadership."

Regional leaders

The Women in Business Network is made up of six regions, each led by a team of women leaders: NORTH
AFRICA - Lamia Merzouki, deputy managing director, Casablanca Finance Authority, Morocco and Emna
Kharouf, associate director, Deloitte, Tunisia; EAST AFRICA - Caroline Kamaitha, vice-president, SES
Networks, Kenya; WEST AFRICA - Françoise Le Guennou-Remarck, chairman of the Board, Canal +, Côte
d'Ivoire and Patricia Obozuwa, director of communications and public affairs, General Electric Africa,
Nigeria; SOUTHERN AFRICA: Lizeka Matshekga, division manager, Industrial Development Corporation,
South Africa and Nothando Napata, managing director, DBS, Zimbabwe;

CENTRAL AFRICA: Valerie Neim, managing director, CCPC Finance, Cameroon and Nicole Sulu,
managing director, Sultani Hotel, Democratic Republic of Congo; INTERNATIONAL: Alvine Trémoulet,
diversity and inclusion manager, Pfizer, France,  and Jennifer Mbaluto, senior associate, Clifford Chance,
United Kingdom.

The mission of each regional cluster is to promote contact between members of the same region by
organising quarterly events and initiating a flagship action to support women's leadership.

For six years now, the Africa CEO Forum has been the foremost annual meeting of Africa's private sector
and brings together public-decision makers, business leaders and investors from around the world. It is
organised by Jeune Afrique Media Group, publisher of Jeune Afrique and The Africa Report, and by
Rainbow Unlimited, a Swiss company specialising in organising events that promote business. The 2018
edition was co-hosted by the International Finance Corporation (IFC, World Bank Group).
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